


















































CHAPTER 

2 

Economic Development 

The Columbia River Gorge is home to 
nearly 55,000 people . Congress 
intended the Scenic Area Act to support 
the economy of their communities in the 
Scenic Area. The second of the Act's 
two stated purposes is to protect and 
support the economy of the Gorge by 
encouraging growth to occur in existing 
urban areas and by allowing future 
economic development in a manner that 
is consistent with protection of scenic , 

cultural, recreation, and natural 
resources [Section 3(2)]. 

The goals and policies in this chapter 
support the Gorge's principal economic 
sectors, such as agriculture, forestry, 
and tourism , while allowing new 
commercial uses on lands designated 
Rural Center, Commercial , and 
Commercial Recreation . 

GMA PROVISIONS 

GMA Goals 

1. Protect and support the economy of the Columbia River Gorge area by encouraging 
growth to occur in existing Urban Areas. 

2. Protect and support the economy of the Columbia River Gorge area by allowing 
future economic development in a manner that is consistent with the protection and 
enhancement of the scenic, cultural , recreation, and natural resources of the 
Columbia River Gorge. 

GMA Policies 

1. The Gorge Commission shall consult with the States of Washington and Oregon in 
the development and implementation of their economic development plans. 

2. The Gorge Commission shall support the economic development efforts of the 
States of Oregon and Washington pursuant to their economic development plans 
established under the Scenic Area Act. 
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PART Ill-Action Program 

3. The Gorge Commission shall encourage the States of Washington and Oregon to 
coordinate their economic development planning in order to maximize the benefits 
of federal dollars to all Gorge communities. 

4. Agriculture and forest industries in the Columbia River Gorge shall be protected and 
supported by preventing fragmentation of the land base and by minimizing 
interference with agricultural and forest practices from conflicting uses. 

5. The economic vitality of the Gorge economy shall be enhanced by encouraging 
growth to occur in Urban Areas . 

6. New commercial uses shall be allowed outside Urban Areas on lands designated : 

A. Rural Center. 

B. Commercial. 

C. Commercial Recreation. 

7. The following commercial uses may be allowed outside Urban Areas: 

A. Home occupations and cottage industries in all designations except Open 
Space. 

B. Commercial recreation in appropriate recreation intensity classes throughout 
the Scenic Area. 

C. Commercial uses in conjunction with public recreation on lands designated 
Public Recreation. 

D. Conversion of existing industrial sites to commercial use. 

E. Wineries and farm produce stands on lands designated Large-Scale or 
Small-Scale Agriculture, Commercial Forest Land, or Large or Small Woodland . 

F. Commercial events in all GMA designations except Open Space and 
Agriculture Special, in conjunction with a lawful winery, wine sales/tasting room, 
bed and breakfast inn, commercial use or dwelling listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

G. Commercial uses in all GMA designations except Open Space and Agriculture 
Special on a property with a building either on or eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places, and that was 50 years or older as of January 1, 
2006. 
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CHAPTER 2-Economic Development 

8. The Gorge Commission shall support the economy of Gorge communities by 
encouraging recreation development at appropriate rural locations . 

9. The Gorge Commission shall recognize the special role of the five ports in the 
Scenic Area as providers of river transportation and recreation facilities in Urban 
Areas, and support their efforts to stimulate urban waterfront economic 
development by: 

• Assigning priority for revisions to Urban Area boundaries to those requests 
involving port properties or projects . 

• Relying upon existing state and federal wetlands regulations on the Columbia 
River and exempting urban waterfronts from wetland and riparian area 
guidelines in the Management Plan. 

10. Prior to the approval of any grant under the states' plans for economic development 
projects pursuant to Section 11 of the Scenic Area Act, the Gorge Commission shall 
certify that all activities undertaken under the grant are consistent with the purposes 
of the Scenic Area Act, the Management Plan , and land use ordinances adopted 
pursuant to the Scenic Area Act. 

If such activities would take place wholly within an Urban Area, the Gorge 
Commission shall, after consultation with the appropriate city or county, certify that 
the activities are consistent with the Scenic Area Act, the Management Plan, and 
land use ordinances . 

11. In consultation with the States of Washington and Oregon and Gorge counties, and 
after public hearings, the Gorge Commission established a process for certifying 
that activities to be undertaken under a grant pursuant to Section 11 of the Scenic 
Area Act are consistent with the purposes of the Scenic Area Act , the Management 
Plan, and land use ordinances adopted pursuant to the Scenic Area Act. The 
Gorge Commission shall maintain this certification process so that it is simple, 
efficient, and speedy to not delay consistent activities . The details of economic 
development projects shall be confidential consistent with Gorge Commission rules 
on disclosure of public records. 
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PORT OF THE DALLES AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET 

Meeting Date: February 15, 2017 

Subject: H-3 .) Marketing & Communication Update 

Background: 

Recruitment and Creation 

Wetlands: Our wetlands delineation for the Columbia Gorge Industrial Center is due for 
renewal this summer. Terra Science will outline the process for us. We are continuing to 
pursue information from the USACE on where our RGP plan is in the process, but the 
Corps has not been communicative. 

Food Businesses: We have had some positive interest in our project from grantors . Grants 
for the feasibility study should be written and filed by the end of February. 

Industrial Center Entrance: Our seemingly eternal winter weather continues to be a hin­
drance to the entrance project. The sign itself is complete, but we are waiting until it 
warms up enough to pour the concrete caps and put the finishing grout on the walls . 

Marketing Materials: Continuing the work on updating marketing materials to better re­
flect our current land availability . Developed and delivered a SWOT presentation for the 
MCEDD Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy meeting in The Dalles January 
26. The presentation, as well as the existing presentation on the Port, are both available for 
other uses. 

Retention 

Met with Crestline, Meadow Outdoor Advertising and Oregon Cherry Growers. We dis ­
cussed a variety of issues and needs, but most specifically workforce. All three are inter­
ested in working with the mentorship program to help students gain exposure to their in­
dustries. 

Other 

Dufur Community Visioning: Draft strategic plan is complete and will go before the 
Dufur Chamber of Commerce for review on Feb. 23. 

Regional Planning: Continue to participate in MCEDD ' s strategy process. The next meet­
ing is Thursday, Feb. 16, at Rockford Grange in Hood River from 9 a.m. to noon and will 
include a tour of Full Sail Brewing. 
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PORT OF THE DALLES AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET 

Meeting Date: February 15, 2017 

Subject: H-4.) Special Projects 

Background: 

Marina 

The transfer of management is going well. There are still a few folks who come in or call the Port office 
but they are referred to The Dalles Marina LLC. 

Dog Park 

The Dog Park group contacted me recently that they are still very much interested and will be in touch 
once the weather clears up a bit. 

Klindt Cove Kiwanis Park 

We got the grant. Will be scheduling meetings with the Parks Department to discuss design and equip­
ment so we are ready to move when the weather clears up. 

Main Street 

At the February 7, 2017 Board meeting the Board voted to offer the Executive Director Position to Jere­
miah Paulson - the current Main Street RARE. Other items on the agenda included update on the status 
of moving items to the County's 10th street facility; discussion on the future of the downtown parklets; 
announcement that Angie Wilson is stepping down as bookkeeper for Main Street as soon as a replace­
ment can be found; and discussion of potential projects for the Oregon Main Street Revitalization Grant. 
Jeremiah and Matthew Klebes will present the Business Retention & Expansion Report to the City Coun­
cil on February 27th, 2017, 5:30pm at City Hall. 

Oregon State Marina Board Grant 
We will be applying for grant funds to reseal the public side of the Marina parking lot as well as replac ­
ing the restroom doors . The doors are damaged from years of people trying to pry them open. The situ­
ation resulted in someone actually being locked in because the door was warped and could not be un­
locked from the inside. 

Kitchen Remodel 

Met with Adams Design to assess the office kitchen area . Will meet with their design folks to get some 
actual ideas. The objective is to make the kitchen area more efficient by creating a more open area and 
providing adequate and appropriate storage options. 
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PORT OF THE DALLES AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET 

Meeting Date: February 15, 2017 

Subject: H-5.) Reports of Committees 

a) Urban Renewal-Staci Coburn: 

b) Chamber of Commerce - David Griffith: 

c) Wasco EDC-Kathy Ursprung: 

d) COT - Weast/Klaas: 
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